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ABOUT THE REPORT

This document is the 8th rare birds report of the Extremaduran Rarities Committee (CREX),
established in 2016 and currently comprised of five members. This report contains a total of 67
records of rare bird species) in the Extremadura region in southwest Spain. 98% of records are from
2024. 86.6% of records received were accepted by the committee.

Highlights in 2024 included the first record of of Yellow-billed Egret Ardea brachyrhyncha for Spain,
and only the fourth for the Western Palearctic, and Extremadura’s first Caspian Gull Larus
cachinnans as well as the region’s second records of Blue-winged Teal Spatula discors, White-
rumped Sandpiper Calidris fuscicollis, White-backed Vulture Gyps africanus and Rough-legged
Buzzard Buteo lagopus. Additionally, several species were recorded in the region for the first time in
a number of years, for example Common Scoter Melanitta nigra (the first record since 2016), Red-
necked Phalarope Phalaropus lobatus (ditto) and Ring-necked Duck Aythya collaris (the first record
since 2019). 2024 was a noteworthy year for rare waterfowl: a group of six Brent Goose Branta
bernicla, a Tundra Bean Goose Anser serrirostris, two American Green-winged Teal Anas crecca
carolinensis and two new records of Marbled Duck Marmaronetta angustirostris, a species whose
presence in the region probably involved individuals from the ongoing reintroduction programme in
Andalusia.

INTRODUCTION

This is the eighth rare birds report from the Extremaduran Rarities Committee (CREX). CREX
was founded in early 2016 and it oversees the collection and assessment of all records of bird
species considered regional rarities in the Extremaduran region. The committee forwards records of
national rarities (NR) recorded in the region to the Spanish SEO National Rarities Committee (NC).

REPORT LAYOUT

Nearly all records in this respond correspond to the year 2024, save a single record from December
2023. Species recorded in the report appear in taxonomical order and each observation is broken
down into the following order: 1) year; 2) province (in Extremadura, Caceres to the north or Badajoz
to the south); 3) number of individuals observed; 4) number of individuals observed; 5) age and sex
if known, abbreviated as ad (adult) imm (immature), 1st yr (first year), 2cy (second calendar-year); 5)
site (reservoir is abbreviated as ‘res.’) followed by the municipality; 6) date or period of the record
(with months abbreviated to three letters, e.g. Jan, Feb, Mar); 7) name of the observer(s), from
forms submitted to the CREX website or from details from other online forums; 8) photo, accredited
to the photographer, where an image of the record was submitted as evidence.
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How we work

We have attempted to compile as many records of rare birds in the region as possible since our inception
in 2016. Both historic and recent records are assessed, although the majority of records refer to 2016 to
date. A total of 810 records have been processed so far (January 2025). It should be noted that the
records included here only refer to records submitted directly by individual observers from or outwith the
region, or to records posted on local online forums like foroavex or RRSS or platforms like eBird and
Observado.

In this report a total of 67 records were assessed, 59 (88%) of which referred to local rarities (LR) and 8
(12%) to national rarities (NR). These latter corresponded to eight taxa: Anser serrirostris, Anas crecca
caroliniensis, Anas discors, Ardea brachyrhyncha, Calidris fuscicollis, Gyps africanus, Buteo lagopus and
Falco biarmicus. These records were forwarded to the Spanish SEO National Rarities Committee (NC-
SEO). However CREX have carried out a provisional assessment of records of national rarities pending
the National Committee’s decisions.

Of the 67 records received, 58 (86.5%) were accepted by the committee, with the rest rejected. As with
other regional rarities committees, the committee assesses each record according to all written, recorded
or photographic evidence provided by the observer(s), and decides if the record is irrefutable or lacking in
information or evidence. Records are divided into four categories:

A) Accepted Records: records of rare wild bird species considered irrefutable according to the
information provided.

B) Records attributed to species of uncertain origin.

C) Pending Records: records that lacked sufficient supporting evidence or where expert, diagnostic
opinion was sought but not yet received. This category will be held until more evidence is provided.

D) Rejected Records: records whose documentation is lacking, resulting in an ability to clearly determine
which species is involved. However, rejected records are reconsidered where new supporting evidence is
provided.

By the biological name in italics of each species, a code appears in brackets separated by a slash, (x/x).
The first value refers to the number of records of the species in Extremadura thus far processed by CREX
and the second refers to the total number of individuals recorded. It should be noted that these figures do
not correspond to the real totals for the region, as many historical records have not been assessed by the
committee. These records can be consulted in previous annual publications grouped in volumes that can
be found online, for example the most recent: 2020. Aves de Extremadura. Volumen 6. 2015-2019.
SEO/BirdLife y Junta de Extremadura. (Sanchez, Mayordomo, Prieta & Cardalliaget, 2020).

A list of rarities to the region is available on the CREX website: http://crextremadura.info/listado-de-
especies-homologables/

Criteria for the inclusion of species on the Extremaduran Rarities List are as follows: :
e Less than 40 records in the last ten years (average of four annual records).
e Less than three annual records in seven of the last ten years.

e Three or more years with no records in the last ten years.


https://tienda.seo.org/calendario-aves-de-extremadura-2021/
http://crextremadura.info/listado-de-especies-homologables/
http://crextremadura.info/listado-de-especies-homologables/

8TH EXTREMADURAN RARITIES COMMITTEE (CREX) REPORT 2025

This report was compiled by the following members of CREX:

e Adjudicating members:

Fergus Crystal

Martin Kelsey

Hugo Sanchez (Coordinator)
José Luis Bautista

Raul Granados

How to collaborate with CREX

CREX asks all observers of birds in Extremadura to submit their records of rare wild bird species
observed in the region, both recent and more historic records. A form available from our website can be
filed in and submitted for each record (http://crextremadura.info/enviar-cita) designed to make the
process of submitting a record much easier for observers. The website also serves as a hub where
observers birding in the region can check details of records of rarities and where they can be seen.
Records can be sent in by email contact@crextremadura.infoor registered on our Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/crextremadura.info/.



http://crextremadura.info/enviar-cita
mailto:contact@crextremadura.infoor
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LIST OF OBSERVATIONS 2024

A) ACCEPTED RECORDS

GREATER WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE
Anser albifrons (31/108)

o 2024. CACERES. 1 ad Valdecafias res., El Gordo
from 16th Nov (Antonio Méndez and Angel Luis
Méndez) to 5th Dec.

Greater White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons.
Valdecafias reservoir, Caceres. (Angel Luis Méndez).

TUNDRA BEAN GoOSE (RN)
Anser serrirostris (6/8)

» 2024. CACERES. 1 Burdalo res. from 13th Jan (Raul
Granados and Fatima Romero) to 18th Feb. Accepted
by NR-SEO (see Pardo de Santayana et al. 2024a).

DARK-BELLIED BRENT GOOSE
Branta bernicla bernicla (2/7)

e 2024. BADAJOZ.. 6 (inc 4 ads) Hernan Cortés from
2nd to 12th Jan (José Gémez Aparicio).

(Dark-bellied) Brent Goose Branta bernicla. Hernan
Cortés, Badajoz province (Martin Kelsey).

BARNACLE GOOSE
Branta leucopsis (13/21)

e 2024. CACERES. 1 ad Valdecafias res., Bohonal de
Ibor from 15th to 24th Nov (Martin Kelsey et al.).

AMERICAN GREEN-WINGED TEAL(RN)
Anas crecca caroliniensis (4/5)

« 2024. CACERES. 2 ad males Alcollarin res. From 1st
to 4th Mar (Fran Montafo, Lorenzo Alcantara,
Antonio Méndez, Angel Luis Méndez, Alvaro Garcia,
Carlos Pacheco). Accepted by NC-SEO (see Pardo de
Santayana et al. 2024a).

American  Green-winged Teal Anas crecca
carolinensis. Alcollarin reservoir, Caceres province
(Angel Luis Méndez).



BLUE-WINGED TEAL (NR)
Spatula discors (2/2)

e 2024. CACERES. 1 ad male Alcollarin res. from
29th Feb (Martin Kelsey et al.) to 2nd Mar. Second
record for Extremadura and the first since 2014.
Accepted by NC-SEO (see Pardo de Santayana et al.
2024a).

L L ol O\ e 5 il "’ S Y ]
Blue-winged Teal Spatula discors. Embalse de
Alcollarin  reservoir, Caceres province (Antonio
Nufez)

MARBLED DUCK
Marmaronetta angustirostris (5/9)

« 2024. CACERES. 2 Carmonilla res., Trujillo 13th May
(Juan Antonio Garcia). Individuals from the
Andalusian reintroduction project.

e 2024. CACERES. 4 Cubilar res. from 24th Nov
(Martin Kelsey et al.) to 1st Dec. Individuals from the
Andalusian reintroduction project.

Marbled Duck Marmaronetta  angustirostris.
Embalse de Carmonilla, Caceres province (Juan
Antonio Garcia).
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COMMON SCOTER
Melanitta nigra (3/4)

« 2024. BADAJOZ. 1 ad male Moheda Alta irrigation
pool, Navalvillar de Pela, from 13th Apr (Holger
Stucke) to 6th May.

Common S;coter Melanitta nigra. Moheda Alta
irrigation pool, Badajoz province (Angel Luis Méndez)

RING-NECKED DUCK
Aythya collaris (10/21)

« 2024. CACERES. 2 ad males and a female Sierra de
Fuentes from 23rd Oct (David Lindo) to 7t Nov. First
record since 2019.

= - - -]

Ring-necked Duck Aythya collaris. Sierra de Fuentes,
Caceres province (David Lindo).

LITTLE SWIFT
Apus affinis (6/6)

e 2024. BADAJOZ. 1 Benquerencia de la Serena 22
Jun (Pedro Nufiez). Possibly up to three individuals
present.



Little Swift Apus affinis. Benquerencia de la Serena,
Badajoz province (Pedro Nufez).

YELLOW-BILLED EGRET (NR)
Ardea brachyrhyncha (1/1)

o 2024. CACERES. 1 Alcollarin res. from 20th Apr
(Godfried Schreur et al.) to 2nd May. The first record
for Spain and fourth for the Western Palearctic.
Accepted by NC-SEO (see Pardo de Santayana et al.
2024a).

Yellow-billed Egret Ardea brachyrhyncha. Alcollarin
reservoir, Caceres (Miguel Rouco).
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LITTLE X WESTERN REEF EGRET
Egretta garzetta x gularis (11/11)

e 2024. BADAJOZ. 1 Montijo dam 21st Jun (José

e

Maria Benitez).

Garceta comun x dimorfa Egretta garzetta x gularis.
Montijo dam, Badajoz province (José Maria Benitez)

BAILLON’S CRAKE
Zapornia pusilla (10/10)

e 2024. BADAJOZ.. 1 at El Torviscal on 25th Jun
(Julidn Cabello). Either a late spring migrant or a
second possible breeding record of the species in
Extremadura.

RED-KNOBBED COOT
Fulica cristata (9/10)

« 2024. BADAJOZ. 1 ad at Badajoz weir from 2nd to
5t Feb (Jesis Guerrero). Presumably the same
individual seen there in Sep 2023, published in the
previous CREX report with the wrong year given as
2022.

« 2024. CACERES. 1 ad Alcollarin res. from 15th Mar
(Martin Kelsey) to 3" May.



Red-knobbed Coot Fulica cristata. Alcollarin
reservoir, Caceres province (Martin Kelsey).

NORTHERN BALD IBIS
Geronticus eremita (8/13)

e 2024. BADAJOZ. 1 ad Cabeza del Buey from 18th
Jan (Eva Drukker et al.) to 9th Dec. Presumably the
same individual present at the site since 2022, with a
series of observations there since then. This is a male
born in 2020 at Basilea Zoo and released at Barbate
(Cadiz province, Andalusia) in Feb 2021 as part of the
reintroduction programme there.

e 2024. BADAJOZ. 1 Fregenal de la Sierra from 27th
Oct (Birdtrack App GPS) to 5th Nov. Found dead on
5th Nov by agents from the Department of the
Environment, autopsy results pending.

o 2024. CACERES. 1 Casatejada pools, Brozas 27th
Nov (Carlos Pacheco).

BAR-TAILED GODWIT
Limosa lapponica (17/169)

» 2024. CACERES. 2 Valdecafias res., El Gordo 15th
May (Julian Cabello).

WHITE-RUMPED SANDPIPER (NR)
Calidris fuscicollis (2/2)

» 2024. CACERES. 1 ad Valdecafias res., Bohonal de
Ibor 28th Jul (Angel Luis Méndez and Antonio
Méndez). Second record for Extremadura. Accepted
by NC-SEO (see Pardo de Santayana et al. 2024b).
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White-rumpe(i Sandpipef Calidris  fuscicollis.
Valdecafias reservoir, Caceres province (Angel Luis
Méndez).

PECTORAL SANDPIPER
Calidris melanotos (23/26)

« 2024. CACERES. 1 juv Brozas res. 6th and 7th Oct
(Arcadi Atxa).

Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos. Brozas
reservoir, Caceres province (David Lindo).

RED-NECKED PHALAROPE
Phalaropus lobatus (5/5)

« 2024. CACERES. 1st w Valdesalor res. from 11th to
17th Sep (Alberto Cansado). First record in
Extremadura since 2016.



Red-necked Phalarope  Phalaropus  lobatus.
Valdesalor reservoir, Caceres (Angel Luis Méndez).

MARSH SANDPIPER
Tringa stagnatilis (13/16)

« 2024. CACERES. 3 Pizarro rice fields 14th and 15th
Apr (Martin Kelsey).

EUROPEAN HERRING GULL
Larus argentatus (3/3)

e 2024. BADAJOZ. A 1st winter at Merida municipal
waste tip on 13th Feb (Raul Granados, Miguel
Rodriguez, Raquel Lozano and Hugo Sanchez) was
subsequently observed at the Guadiana river in

Merida up to 29th Feb. Third record for Extremadura.

Européan Herig Gull Larus argentatus. Guadiana
river at Merida, Badajoz province (Miguel Rodriguez
Esteban).
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CASPIAN GULL
Larus cachinnans (1/1)

e 2024. BADAJOZ. A 1st w at the Guadiana river,
Merida from 29th Dec (Hugo Sanchez, Raul Granados
and Raquel Lozano) into Jan 2025. First record for
Extremadura.

Caspian Gull Larus cachinnans. Guadian river,
Merida, Badajoz province (Hugo Sanchez).

CASPIAN TERN
Hydroprogne caspia (41/94)

e 2023. BADAJOZ. 2 Badajoz weir from 26th Dec
2023 (Pablo Macias) to 8th Jan 2024.

» 2024. BADAJOZ. 1 Badajoz weir 9th and 10th Mar
(Julen Santa Cristina).

« 2024. BADAJOZ. 2 Alange res. from 8th Apr (José
Luis Bautista) to 19th May.

e 2024. BADAJOZ. 5 Villalba de los Barros res. 18th
Sep (José Leal).

e 2024. BADAJOZ. 1 Guaiana river at Merida 30th
Dec (Francis Prieto and Agapito J. Verde) and up to 4
individuals there, to 5th Jan 2025.

2024. CACERES. 1 Alcollarin res. 13th Apr
(Antonio Méndez and Angel Luis Méndez).

«2024. CACERES. 1 Valdecafias res., El Gordo.
18th Apr (Juan Fernandez Elipe).

« 2024. CACERES. 1 Valdesalor res. 7th Sep (Carlos
Fernandez) and 2 there on 13th Sep.

10
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Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia. Guadiana river at
merida, Badajoz province (Francis Prieto).
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BEARDED VULTURE
Gypaetus barbatus (12/12)

« 2024. CACERES. A 2cy individual at Garganta de Los

Infiernos, Jerte 16th Mar (Angel Vicente Simén et al.).

was Zapardiel, a male released in the Gredos range
in 2023, fitted with green wing tags with the code 5U
in white. The same indiviual was seen again at
Collado Cardiel, Tornavacas on 17 Jul (Raquel
Lozano and Hugo Sanchez).

e 2024. CACERES. A 2cy individual at Cogotén de
Tornavacas (between Jerte and Tornavacas) on 1st
May (Juan Antonio Torres). Presumably a different
indivual. Thought to have come from Cazorla due to
tail discolouration.

e 2024. CACERES. A juv/imm at Collado Castilfrio,
Tornavacas on 23rd Jun (Javier Seoane). Presumably
from the Gredos reintroduction project.

Bearded Vulture Gypaetus barbatus. Tornavacas,
Caceres province (Hugo Sanchez).
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WHITE-BACKED VULTURE (NR)
Gyps africanus (2/2)

¢ 2024. BADAJOZ. 1 imm at La Serena from 17th Jun
(GPS) to 13th Jul.

A GPS-fitted individual that entered Spain from the
south on 16th Jun and arrived in Extremadura the
next day, circling Badajoz province between
Malcocinado, Berlanga, Maguilla, Capillo de Llerena,
Hornachos, Guarefia, La Coronada and Puerto
Mejoral. A signal continued being received in the
area to 3rd Jul and then again on 13th Jul (Zbigniew
Kajzer and Michal Skapski). Accepted by NC-SEO (see
Pardo de Santayana et al. 2024b).

White-backed  Vulture -Gyps africanus (L)
Benquerencia de la Serena, Badajoz province
(Zbigniew Kajzer).

RUPPELL’S VULTURE
Gyps rueppelli (17/17)

e 2024. BADAJOZ. An imm at Benquerencia de la
Serena. 13th Jul (Zbigniew Kajzer and Michal Skapski).

e WER '-',- 6 \ % L
Riippell’s Vulture Gyps rueppelli (R) Benquerencia de
la Serena (Badajoz) Zbigniew Kajzer.
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PALLID HARRIER
Circus macrourus (38/38)

« 2024. BADAJOZ. 1 ad male Herndan Cortés 13th Jan
(Antonio Nufiez and Vanesa de Alba).

e 2024. BADAJOZ. 1 ad male Cabeza del Buey 2nd
and 3rd Apr (Juan José Benitez).

e 2024. BADAJOZ. 1 ad male Maguilla 23rd Nov
(Daniel Alonso).

e 2024. CACERES. A 2cy male La Pulgosa, Caceres
20th Mar (Roberto Sanchez and Martin Kelsey).

e 2024. CACERES. 1 juv Valdesalor 9th Sep (Radul
Granados).

e 2024. CACERES.. 1 ad male Palazuelo 23rd Oct
(Martin Kelsey et al.). Possibly the same bird at
Campo Lugar on 22nd Nov.

Pallid Harrier Circus macrourus. Cabeza del Buey,
Badajoz province (Juan José Benitez)

ROUGH-LEGGED BuzzARD (NR)
Buteo lagopus (2/2)

¢ 2024. CACERES.. A 1cy at Monfragiie National Park,
Torrején El Rubio 3rd Nov (Fernando Casado).
Second record for Extremadura. Pending assessment
and publication by NC-SEO in: Pardo de Santayana et
al. 2024d.
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Rough-legged Buzzard Buteo lagopus. Monfragiie
National Park, Caceres province (Fernando Casado).

PEREGRINE FALCON SSP. CALIDUS
Falco peregrinus calidus (5/5)

e 2024. BADAJOZ. 1 Puebla de Alcollarin 26th Jan
(Martin Kelsey).

RED-FOOTED FALCON
Falco verspertinus (37/55)

 2024. CACERES. 1 ad male Saucedilla el 24th Apr
(Martin Kelsey et al.).

RICHARD’S PIPIT
Anthus richardi (3/5)

e 2024. CACERES. 1 Caceres plains 5th Jan (Radl
Granados and Fatima Romero) and 2 present there
from 6th to 28" Jan. First record for Caceres

e 2024. CACERES. 2 Valdecafias res., El Gordo 10th
Nov (José Manuel Reyes).

o NN § S

Richard’s Pipit Anthus richardi. Caceres plains,
Caceres province (Raul Granados).
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RED-THROATED PIPIT

Anthus cervinus (8/8)

» 2024. CACERES. 1 Valdecafias res., El Gordo 10th
Nov (José Manuel Reyes).

AQUATIC WARBLER

Acrocephalus paludicola (11/13)

« 2024. BADAJOZ. 2 juveniles Vegas Altas ricefields
21st Aug (Martin Kelsey et al.).

« 2024. CACERES. 1 ad El Batan 12th Aug (Hugo
Sanchez, Raquel Lozano, Antonio Méndez and Alvaro
Garcia).

¢ 2024. CACERES. 1 ad Madrigalejo 24th Aug (Martin
Kelsey).

Aquatic Warbler Acrocephalus paludicola. Vegas
Altas ricefields, Caceres province (Martin Kelsey).

YELLOW-BROWED WARBLER
Phylloscopus inornatus (17/18)

« 2024. CACERES. 1 Navalmoral de la Mata on 31st
Oct (Angel Luis Méndez).

¢ 2024. CACERES. 1 Guadiloba res. 2nd and 3rd Nov
(Martin Kelsey and Becke Sigaty).

« 2024. CACERES. 1 Garciaz 27th Nov (Martin Kelsey).
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YeIIow-rowed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus.
Navalmoral de la Mata, Caceres province (Angel Luis
Méndez).

B) RECORDS OF
UNCERTAIN ORIGIN

SPECIES OF

None.

C) PENDING RECORDS

None.

D) REJECTED RECORDS

GREATER WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE
Anser albifrons

e 2024. CACERES. 1 Arrocampo res. 13th Nov.
Species not identifiable with the documentation
provided.

PALLID HARRIER
Circus macrourus

e 2024. BADAJOZ. A 2cy male Valverde de Mérida
15th Oct. Species not identifiable with the
documentation provided.

e 2024. BADAJOZ. 1 ad male Llerena 25th Dec.

Species not identifiable with the documentation
provided.
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« 2024. CACERES. 1 ad male Brozas 27th Sep. Species
not identifiable with the documentation provided.

o 2024. CACERES. 1 ad male Caceres plains 29th Sep.
Species not identifiable with the documentation
provided.

o 2024. CACERES. Llanos de Caceres. 1 ej. adulta
hembra el 3 de octubre. Species not identifiable with
the documentation provided.

LANNER FALCON
Falco biarmicus

¢ 2024. BADAJOZ.. 1 juv Azuaga 29th Jul. Species not
identifiable with the documentation provided.

AQUATIC WARBLER
Acrocephalus paludicola

¢ 2024. BADAJOZ. 1 Villar de Rena 4th Sep. Species
not identifiable with the documentation provided.
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MOUSTACHED WARBLER
Acrocephalus melanopogon

« 2024. BADAJOZ. 1 Embalse de la Laja, Calzadilla de
los Barros 22nd Feb. Species not identifiable with the
documentation provided.

14
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