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SUMMARY 

This document is the seventh rare birds report of the Extremaduran Rarities Committee (CREX) in 
Extremadura, Spain. CREX was created in 2016 and is made up of six members. In this report, 71 
records of rarities have been considered, of which 89% refer to 2023. 89% of records received were 
accepted by the committee. In 2023, we welcomed the first record of Spotted Eagle Clanga clanga in 
Extremadura, and four records of Lanner Falcon Falco biarmicus in one season was unprecedented. 
Other records of interest were a group of three Tundra Bean Goose Anser fabalis/ serrirostris, a new 
record of Sociable Lapwing Vanellus gregarius, four records of Grey Phalarope Phalaropus fulicarius, six 
records of Little Gull Hydrocoloeus minutus and two records of Slender-billed Gull Chroicocephalus genei 
(the first records of the latter species since 2018).  
 
 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
This is the seventh report of the Extremaduran Rarities Committee (CREX). CREX was founded in 
2016 and is dedicated to collecting and assessing all reports of wild birds considered rarities in the region 
of Extremadura, Spain. CREX also sends on records of national rarities seen it its territory to the SEO 
Rarites Committee (CR) which periodically assess records and produce bimonthly updates: 
https://seo.org/informes-rarezas/. 
 
 
Report layout 
 
89% of the records in this report refer to 2023. There are also newly filed records from 1999, 2001, 2002, 
2007, 2017, 2018 and 2022. All recorded species are arranged taxonomically. For each entry, details are 
arranged in the following order: 1) year; 2) province (Caceres or Badajoz); 3) number of individuals 
observed; 4) age and sex (age in relative terms- e.g. adult, immature, or more exactly if the age is known 
by calendar year); 5) locality (site and municipality); 6) date or period of observation(s); 7) observer name 
(indicated on the rare record forms submitted to CREX); 8) photograph (where supporting images were 
received by the committee). In this English version of the text, three-letter abbreviations are provided for 
months as are abbreviations of age/ sex: ad (adult); juv (juvenile); 1st w (first winter); imm (immature); 2nd 
cy (second calendar year); ind (individual). Reservoir is given as “res.”   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://crextremadura.info/
https://seo.org/rarezas/
https://seo.org/rarezas/
https://seo.org/informes-rarezas/
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CREX Origins 
 
Considerable effort has been made in the compilation of records of rare birds for the region, including 
older records but more completely from 2016. The tally stands at 745 records. However, not every record 
is submitted to the committee and some work is involved in chasing up reports of rare birds in the region. 
Records assessed by the committee for the report are those that were submitted directly to the committee 
through the website or by email, or were posted in local birding forums (foroavex) or online platforms like 
eBird and Observado and collected by CREX members for evaluation.  
 
Of the 71 records received, 58 (81%) refer to regional rarities and 13 (19%) to National Rarities (NR). The 
latter comprise seven taxa: Anser fabalis/ serrirostris, Anthropoides virgo, Vanellus gregarius, Clanga 
clanga, Haliaeetus albicilla, Falco biarmicus and Pastor roseus. Records of these species have been 
passed to the Spanish National Rarities Committee (CR-SEO) for evaluation. However CREX carries out 
a prior evaluation so the records are documented and attributed to observers before their consideration 
by CR-SEO.  
 
63 (89%) of records received were accepted by CREX. As with other rarities committees, CREX 
evaluates each observation with its supporting evidence and determines whether the record is irrefutable 
or whether it is not possible to confirm the sighting due to the evidence received. Records are divided into 
the following for categories:  
 
A) Accepted records: records where there is no doubt as to the veracity of the record, based on 
information received.  
 
B) Records of birds of uncertain origin   
 
C) Pending records: records where more information or supporting evidence is required by CREX in 
order to proceed with the evaluation. This category is maintained until further information is received.  
 
D) Rejected records: records where the information received was insufficient to ensure identification or 
where the information received referred to another taxon. To contest this decision further documentation 
is required.   
 
 
Next to the biological name for each species are two figures in brackets separated by a slash (xx/xx). The 
first figure corresponds to the number of records of said species processed by CREX, and the second 
figure refers to the total number of individuals of that species recorded. It is important to point out that the 
total number represents only those records so far processed by CREX. The actual historical number is 
greater, but many of these records have so far not been evaluated by the committee. These records can 
be found in the latest annual report for Extremadura (Sánchez, Mayordomo, Prieta & Cardalliaget, 2020). 
 
 
The Extremaduran rarities list can be found at the CREX website http://crextremadura.info/listado-de-
especies-homologables/ 
 
Criteria for inclusion of a species on the Extremaduran rarities list are as follows:  
 

• Less than 40 records in the last decade (average of four annual records) 

• Less than three annual records in seven years of the last decade 

• Three or more years with no records in the last decade 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.researchgate.net/publication/365451022_Aves_de_Extremadura_Volumen_6_2015-2019#fullTextFileContent
http://crextremadura.info/listado-de-especies-homologables/
http://crextremadura.info/listado-de-especies-homologables/
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This report is the result of work by the following members of CREX: 
 
 

• Adjudicating members: 
 

Marc Gálvez  

Fergus Crystal 

Martin Kelsey 

Hugo Sánchez (Coordinator) 

José Luis Bautista 

Raúl Granados 

 
 
 
 
 
How to collaborate with CREX 
 
CREX invites all birders who visit or are active in Extremadura to submit their records of rare or scarce 
birds in the region, both recent and historical sightings. There is a submission page on the website where 
you can fill in your sightings online (http://crextremadura.info/enviar-cita). The website also provides 
useful information on the latest rare bird records in the region, including drop pins, so it is a useful tool for 
visiting and resident birders alike. Please forward this report or a link to the website to anyone who might 
be visiting the region in the future. At the moment, records can be submitted by email 
contact@crextremadura.info, our Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/crextremadura.info/ . 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://crextremadura.info/enviar-cita
mailto:contact@crextremadura.info
https://www.facebook.com/crextremadura.info/
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http://www.birdingextremadura.com/
https://www.birding-holidays.com/
http://www.iberian-nature.com/
https://www.spainbirds.com/
https://www.idunatours.com/
https://www.wildrootsextremadura.com/
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LIST OF 

OBSERVATIONS 

2023 

A) ACCEPTED RECORDS 

 

GREATER WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE 
Anser albifrons (30/107) 

 
● 2023. BADAJOZ.  1 ad Canchales res., Merida 15th 
Dec (Ibai Llosa, Francisco Lopo, et al.).  
 
● 2023. CÁCERES. 1 ad Valdecañas res., El Gordo on 
23rd Jan (Javier Prieta y Blas Molina).  
 
● 2023. CÁCERES. 6 La Trebolosa ricefields, 
Madrigalejo on 24th Dec (Martin Kelsey), present 
through to Jan 2024. 
 
 

TUNDRA BEAN GOOSE (NR)  
Anser fabalis/ serrirostris (5/7) 
 
● 2023. BADAJOZ. 3 Puebla de Alcollarín on 5th Feb 
(Seppo Hjerppe). Accepted by CR-SEO. (see Pardo de 
Santayana et al. 2023a) 
 

 
Tundra Bean Goose Anser fabalis / serrirostris. 
Puebla de Alcollarín (Badajoz). Photo: Seppo 
Hjerppe. 

 
 

 
 
BARNACLE GOOSE 

Branta leucopsis (12/20) 
 
● 2023. BADAJOZ. Brovales res., Brovales. 1 on 20th 
Jan (Joaquín Vázquez). 
  

 
Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis. Brovales res. 
(Badajoz). Photo: Joaquín Vázquez. 

 
 
BAILLON’S CRAKE 
Zapornia pusilla (9/9) 
 
● 2023. BADAJOZ. 1 over Don Álvaro on 2nd May 
(Fergus Crystal). Nocturnal recording. 
 
 

CRESTED COOT 
Fulica cristata (9/10) 
 
● 2022. BADAJOZ. 1 ad Badajoz weir, Badajoz on 
20th Sept (Alejandro Rodríguez). 
 
 

EURASIAN OYSTERCATCHER 
Haematopus ostralegus (8/11) 

 
● 2023. CÁCERES. Portaje res., Portaje.  
1 on 3rd Sept (Marco Antonio Sánchez). 
 
● 2023. CÁCERES. Casas de Hitos ricefields, 
Madrigalejo, 1 on 2nd Dec (Neil Renwick). 
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Ostrero euroasiático Haematopus ostralegus. 
Embalse de Portaje (Cáceres). Foto: Marco Antonio 
Sánchez. 
 
 

SOCIABLE LAPWING (NR) 
Vanellus gregarius (18/18) 

 
● 2023. BADAJOZ. 1 ad Morantes plain, La Roca de la 
Sierra, 27th Feb (Roberto Bravo) to 8th Mar. 
Accepted by CR-SEO (see Pardo de Santayana et al. 
2023b). 
 

 
Sociable Lapwing Vanellus gregarius. Morantes 
(Badajoz). Photo: Roberto Bravo. 
 

 
BAR-TAILED GODWIT 
Limosa lapponica (16/167) 
 
● 2023. CÁCERES. 2 juv Los Gañanes pool, Guijo de 
Coria 19th to 20th Sept (Juan Antonio García 
Jiménez). 
 
● 2023. CÁCERES. 1 Portaje res., Portaje 30th Sept 
(Juan Antonio García et al.) to 3rd Oct. 

 
 

RED KNOT 
Calidris canutus (23/33) 

● 2023. CÁCERES. 1 ad Embalse de Valdecañas res., 
Peraleda de la Mata 11th to 13th May (Seppo 
Hjerppe). 
 
● 2023. CÁCERES. 4 Valdecañas res., Bohonal de Ibor 
13th May (Antonio Méndez and Ángel Luis Méndez). 
 

● 2023. CÁCERES. 1 Ahigal on 15th May (Juan Carlos 
Paniagua). Nocturnal recording. 
 
● 2023. CÁCERES.  1 ad Palazuelo 16th May (Martin 
Kelsey). 
 
● 2023. CÁCERES. 1 juv Portaje res., Portaje 4th to 
6th Nov (Raúl Granados). 
 
 

PECTORAL SANDPIPER 
Calidris melanotos (22/25) 
 
● 2023. CÁCERES. 1 Brozas pool at La Quebrada, 
Brozas 13th Sept (Gonçalo Elias). 
 
● 2023. CÁCERES. 2 los Arenales, Malpartida de 
Cáceres 24th Sept (Sebastian Molano) to 9th Oct. 
 

 
Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos. Los Arenales 
(Cáceres). Photo: Ángel Luis Méndez. 
 
 

RED PHALAROPE 
Phalaropus fulicarius (12/13) 
 
●2023. BADAJOZ. 1 Moheda Alta pond, 2nd Dec 
(Javier Prieta). 
 
● 2023. CÁCERES. 1 Alcollarín res., Alcollarín 15th Jan 
 (Juan Antonio Domínguez). 
● 2023. CÁCERES. 1 Guadiloba res., 21st Jan 
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 (Juanma Jiménez). 
 
● 2023. CÁCERES. 1 Portaje res., Portaje  
4th Nov (Raúl Granados) and 2 there on 6th Nov. 
 
 

MARSH SANDPIPER 
Tringa stagnatilis (12/13) 
 
● 2023. CÁCERES. 1 juv Valdecañas res., El Gordo 
27th Aug (César Clemente) to 4th Sept. 
 

 
Marsh Sandpiper Tringa stagnatilis. Valdecañas res. 
(Cáceres). Photo: César Clemente. 
 
 

LITTLE GULL 
Hydrocoloeus minutus (20/23) 
 
●  2023. BADAJOZ. 1 Orellana res., Talarrubias 19th 
Jan (William Haworth and Neil Renwick). 
 
● 2023. CÁCERES. 1 ad Portaje res., Portaje 19th Jan 
(Raúl Granados). 
 
● 2023. CÁCERES. 2nd yr Valdecañas  res., Peraleda 
de la Mata 18th May (César Clemente). 
 
● 2023. CÁCERES. 1st w Valdecañas res., Zorita 22nd 
Nov (Allan Perkins). 
● 2023. CÁCERES. 1st w Portaje res., Portaje 24th 
Nov (Raúl Granados) through to Jan 2024. 
 
● 2023. CÁCERES. 1st w Fresnedilla res., Oliva de 
Plasencia 8th to 11th Dec (Hugo Sánchez). 
 

 
Little Gull Hydrocoloeus minutus. Fresnedilla res. 
(Cáceres). Photo: Hugo Sánchez. 
 
 

SLENDER-BILLED GULL 

Chroicocephalus genei (2/5) 
 
● 2023. CÁCERES. 3 Alcántara res. 15th May (Raúl 
Granados). 
 
● 2023. CÁCERES. 2 Valdecañas res., Peraleda de la 
Mata 18th May (César Clemente). 
 

 
Slender-billed Gull Chroicocephalus genei. 
Valdecañas res. (Cáceres). Photo: César Clemente. 
 

 

CASPIAN TERN 
Hydroprogne caspia (33/76) 
 
● 2023. BADAJOZ. 4 Badajoz weir, Badajoz 29th Jan 
(José Manuel Rasero et al.) and 29th Mar. 
 
● 2023. BADAJOZ. 1 Alqueva res., Villarreal 12th Mar 
(Jorge Safara). 
 
● 2023. BADAJOZ. 1 Alqueva res., Cheles 18th Mar 
(Fran Montaño). 
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● 2023. BADAJOZ. 1 Alange res., Alange 23rd Apr 
(Agapito J. Verde). 
 
● 2023. BADAJOZ. 1 Valverde de Mérida 26th Apr 
(José María Benítez). 
 
● 2023. BADAJOZ. 1 Canchales res., Mérida 20th Sept 
(Carlos Pacheco and Filippo Guidantoni). 
 
● 2023. CÁCERES. 1 Alcollarín res., Alcollarín 19th Apr 
 (Seppo Hjerppe). 
 
 

WHITE-WINGED TERN 
Chlidonias leucopterus (6/6) 
 
● 2002. CÁCERES. 1 Portaje res., Portaje 18th Sept 
(Juan Antonio García Jiménez). 
 
● 2018. CÁCERES. 1 ad Valdesalor res., Cáceres 31st 
Aug (Carlos Fernández). 
 

 
White-winged Tern Chlidonias leucopterus. 
Valdesalor res. (Cáceres). Photo: Carlos Fernández. 

 
 
SPOTTED EAGLE (NR) 
Clanga clanga (1/1) 
 
● 2023. CÁCERES. 3rd cy Portaje res., Portaje 10th 
Mar (Sergio Mayordomo). First record for 
Extremadura. Up to now there have only been GPS 
records of a hybrid (x Lesser Sotted Eagle) born in 
Lithuania in 2015 that crossed the region on its post 
breeding migration in 2016, 2017, 2018 and 2020. 
This 2023 individual is registered by CR-SEO as Type 
III (Individuals where the available evidence does not 
permit identification of a pure bird or a hybrid, but 
whose appearance suggests Spotted Eagle. (see 
Pardo de Santayana et al. 2023b). 

 
Spotted Eagle Clanga clanga. Portaje res. (Cáceres). 
Photo: Sergio Mayordomo. 
 
 

PALLID HARRIER 
Circus macrourus (32/32) 
 
● 2023. BADAJOZ. 2nd yr Cabeza del Buey 26th May. 
(Jorge Safara).  
 
● 2023. CÁCERES. Ad male La Pulgosa, Cáceres 4th 
Jan (Seppo Hjerppe) to 27th Feb, the same individual 
that has wintered in the area since Feb 2018.  
 
● 2023. CÁCERES. Ad male Monfrague NP, Torrejón 
El Rubio 24th Mar (José Luis Bautista). 
 
● 2023. CÁCERES. Juv La Pulgosa, Cáceres 28th Oct, 
(Ibai Llosa and Unai Ormazabal). 
 

 
WHITE-TAILED EAGLE (NR) 
Haliaeetus albicilla (5/5) 
 
● 2017. BADAJOZ. 1 Valencia de Torres 13th Dec. 
(Lorenzo Alcántara). Pending assessment by CR-SEO. 
 
● 2023. CÁCERES. 3rd cy Aldea del Obispo 15th Jan 
(GREFA) to 5th Feb. Records of individuals from the 
introduction project in Asturias are not considered 
by CR-SEO.  This GPS tagged indvidual was Trenti 
from said project, released in 2022. Entered 
Extremadura at Las Hurdes on 1st Dec 2022, spent 
ten days in an area south of Plasencia and then 
moved to west of Aldeacentenera between 12th and 
27th Dec. From 28th Dec spent 68 dias in the Trujillo 
area, leaving Extremadura at Gata on 6th Feb 2023. 
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● 2023. CÁCERES. 1 Jerte 5th Feb (Blas Molina). 
Records of individuals from the introduction project 
in Asturias are not considered by CR-SEO.  This GPS 
tagged inidvidual was Valkiria, released in 2022. 
Entered Extremadura at las Hurdes 2nd Feb 2023, 
passed Gabriel y Galan res. 4th Feb, Plasencia 5th Feb 
and left by the Jerte valley on 6th Feb 2023. 
 
More information on these birds can be found at: 
http://aves-
extremadura.blogspot.com/2023/03/pigargo-
europeo-presencia-en.html 
 

 
White-tailed Eagle Haliaeetus albicilla. Aldea del 
Obispo (Cáceres). Photo: Ángel Luis Méndez. 
 
 

LANNER FALCON (NR) 
Falco biarmicus (7/8) 
 

● 2022. BADAJOZ. Juv La Serena 30th Jun (Jorge 
Safara y Carlos Pacheco). Accepted by CR-SEO (see 
Pardo de Santayana et al. 2023a). 
 

● 2023. BADAJOZ. 1 Montijo 1st Feb (José Luis 
Bautista, Angel Tomás Mejías). Accepted by CR-SEO 
(see Pardo de Santayana et al. 2023a). 
 
● 2023. CÁCERES. 1 Belen plains, Trujillo 1st Apr 
(Godfried Schreur, Donald Wolters, Mat van Iterson 
and Marieke Prins) Accepted by CR-SEO (see Pardo 
de Santayana et al. 2023b). 
 
● 2023. BADAJOZ.  Juv La Serena 22nd Jun (Gonçalo 
Ferraz, cover photograph). Accepted by CR-SEO (see 
Pardo de Santayana et al. 2023c). 
 
● 2023. BADAJOZ. Juv Usagre 14th Sept (Carlos 
Pacheco). Accepted by CR-SEO (see Pardo de 
Santayana et al. 2023c). 
 

 
Lanner Falcon Falco biarmicus. Usagre (Badajoz). 
Photo: Carlos Pacheco. 
 
 

ELEANORA’S FALCON 
Falco eleonorae (5/5) 

 
● 2023. CÁCERES. 1 Cubilar res., Logrosán 15th Aug 
(Seppo Hjerppe). 
 

 
Eleonora’s Falcon Falco eleonorae. Cubilar res. 
(Badajoz). Photo: Seppo Hjerppe 

 

 
RED-FOOTED FALCON 
Falco vespertinus (36/54) 
 
● 2023. CÁCERES. Ad male Brozas plain, Brozas 15th 
May (Hugo Sánchez). 

 
 
RED-THROATED PIPIT 
Anthus cervinus (7/7) 

 
● 1999. CÁCERES. 1 Galisteo ricefields, Galisteo 13th 
Apr (Javier Pieta).  
 
 

http://aves-extremadura.blogspot.com/2023/03/pigargo-europeo-presencia-en.html
http://aves-extremadura.blogspot.com/2023/03/pigargo-europeo-presencia-en.html
http://aves-extremadura.blogspot.com/2023/03/pigargo-europeo-presencia-en.html
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WESTERN YELLOW WAGTAIL SSP. 
THUNBERGI 
Motacilla flava thunbergi (10/10) 
 
● 2023. CÁCERES. Ad male Valdecañas res., Bohonal 
de Ibor 13th May (Antonio Méndez and Ángel Luis 
Méndez). 
 

 
Western Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava thunbergi. 
Valdecañas res. (Cáceres). Photo: Ángel Luis Méndez. 

 
 
AQUATIC WARBLER 
Acrocephalus paludicola (8/9) 

 
● 2023. CÁCERES. Juv ringed El Batán 11th Jun  (Hugo 
Sánchez and Raquel Lozano).  
 

 
Aquatic Warbler Acrocephalus paludicola. El Batán 
(Cáceres). Photo: Hugo Sánchez. 
 
 

WOOD WARBLER 
Phylloscopus sibilatrix (4/4) 

 
● 2023. CÁCERES. 1 Trujillo 18th Sept (Martin Pitt). 
 

 

YELLOW-BROWED WARBLER 
Phylloscopus inornatus (14/15) 

 
● 2023. BADAJOZ.  1 Badajoz 12th Nov (Emilio 
Costillo). 
 

 
Yellow-browed Warbler Phylloscopus inornatus. 
Badajoz (Badajoz). Photo: Emilio Costillo. 
 

 
ROSY STARLING (NR) 
Pastor roseus (3/3) 

 
● 2001. CÁCERES. Ad Monroy road, Trujillo 22nd Apr 
(Dave Read). Accepted by CR-SEO (see Pardo de 
Santayana et al. 2023a). 
 
 

A) RECORDS OF SPECIES OF 
UNCERTAIN ORIGIN 

 
 

BAR-HEADED GOOSE 
Anser indicus (3/3) 
 
● 2023. CÁCERES. 1 Casas de Hitos ricefields, 
Madrigalejo 1st Jan (Seppo Hjerrpe) to 1st Feb. 

 
 

B) PENDING RECORDS 

  
None. 
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C) REJECTED RECORDS 
 

 
DEMOISELLE CRANE 

Anthropoides virgo 

 
● 2023. BADAJOZ. 1 Morantes res., La Roca de la 
Sierra 14th to 17th Oct. A black PVC ring which 
indicated captive origin.  
 
 

LEACH’S  STORM PETREL 
Hydrobates leucorhous 
 
● 2023. BADAJOZ. 1 Embalse de la Serena 20th Oct. 
Coincided with inland records in Cordoba and 
Salamanca after Storm Bernard, but it was not 
possible to determine the species form the 
information received.  
 
 

MARSH SANDPIPER 
Tringa stagnatilis  
 
● 2007. CÁCERES.  1 Belen plains, Trujillo 25th Dec. It 
was not possible to determine the species form the 
information received.  
  
 

LITTLE GULL 
Hydrocoloeus minutus  
 
● 2023. CÁCERES. Ad Arrocampo Res., Saucedilla, 
embalse de Arrocampo 4th Jan. It was not possible 
to determine the species form the information 
received.  

 

PALLID HARRIER 
Circus macrourus  
 
● 2023. BADAJOZ. Ad male Llera 2nd Dec. It was not 
possible to determine the species form the 
information received.  

 
 
ELEANORA’S FALCON 
Falco eleonorae  

 
● 2023. CÁCERES. 1 Monfrague NP, Torrejón el Rubio 
20th Aug. It was not possible to determine the 
species form the information received.  
 
 

RED-FOOTED FALCON 
Falco vespertinus  
 
● 2023. CÁCERES. 2 Caceres plains, Cáceres 15th 
May. It was not possible to determine the species 
form the information received.  
 
 

ICTERINE WARBLER 
Hippolais icterina  
 
● 2023. BADAJOZ. 1 Peñalsordo 22nd May. It was 
not possible to determine the species form the 
information received.  
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