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SUMMARY

This document is the fifth report issued by the Extremaduran Rarities committee (CREX). The
committee was created in 2016 and has six members. In this report a total of 58 records have been
assessed, all from 2021 with the exception of two records, one from 2020 and the other from 2018.
91.4% of the records received were accepted favourably by the committee. Extremaduran birding
tourism has been negatively impacted by the continuing Covid-19 pandemic , which explains a
reduction in submissions of records from observers from elsewhere in Spain and abroad. However
there was a slight increase in records this year compared to 57 records in 2019. Without doubt,
2021 stands out as being a year for ‘firsts’ for Extremadura, with records of three new species for
the region submitted: Rough-legged Buzzard Buteo lagopus, Red-flanked Bluetail Tarsiger
cyanurus and Baltimore Oriole Icterus galbula, the latter also being a first record for Spain. Other
observations of interest were new records of Tundra Bean Goose Anser serrirostris, the third record
of Western Reef Heron Egretta gularis, the fifth record of Great Northern Diver Gavia immer, the
first record of Red-knobbed Coot Fulica cristata since 2018 and a new record of Snow Bunting
Plectrophenax nivalis, the seventh for the region and the first since 2015.

INTRODUCTION

The Extremaduran Rarities Committee (CREX), created in early 2016, is in charge of compiling
and assessing all records of bird species considered regional rarities in Extremadura. The
committee also collects and sends on records of nationally rare bird species to the Spanish National
rarities Committee (CR) at SEO/ BirdLife.

Report outline

All records below are from 2021, with the exception of one in 2020 and another from 2018. Records
are listed by species in taxonomic order. Each observation is detailed in the following order: 1) year;
2) province (Caceres or Badajoz); 3) locality (site name and municipality/ area); 4) number of birds
observed; 5) age and sex (age could be in relative terms- adult, immature etc, or in more exact
terms where known- calendar year; 6) date or period of observation(s); 7) observer name (indicated
in brackets after the date observed or where the observer was the source of the record); 8)
photograph, where photographic evidence of the observation has been received by the committee.
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How CREX works

Considerable work has gone into collecting and processing records. To date, 617 records of rarities have
been processed by the committee since its inception in 2016. However, this number only refers to records
that have been sent in by observers or records that have been gleaned from other local birding group
forums (foroavex, RRSS) or online platforms like eBird or Observado.

58 records were submitted for consideration in this report. 47 (81%) of these refered to regional rarities
and 11 (19%) were national rarities (NR). These comprised eight taxa: Anser serrirostris (2), Anas
crecca caroliniensis, Egretta gularis, Buteo lagopus, Falco biarmicus, Phylloscopus collybita
tristis (2), Tarsiger cyanurus and Icterus galbula. These records have been passed on to the national
Rarities Committee and can be seen in summary under monthly observations at https://seo.org/informes-
rarezas/. CREX carries out an initial evaluation of these national rarities where they have not so far been
considered by the National Rarities Committee.

Of the 58 records received, a total of 53 (91%) were accepted favourably and the rest were rejected by
the committee. In line with other rarities committees, CREX considers whether the record is irrefutable or
doubtful on all evidence received. The record is rejected if it is not possible to assess on information
received. Records are divided into four categories:

A) Accepted Records: records where there is no doubt as to the identification of the taxon involved.
B) Records attributed to species of uncertain origin

C) Pending Records: records that require further documentation or external opinion in order to evaluate
them properly. Records are held in this category until they can be assessed.

D) Rejected Records: records that are insufficiently documented or where the identification of the taxon
is in doubt. These records can be reconsidered should new documentation come to light.

Next to the scientific name of each taxon there are two figures separated by a slash in brackets (XX/XX).
The first figure refers to the number of records of that taxon accepted by CREX to date. The second
figure refers to the total number of individuals reported. It should be noted that these figures do not
represent the real total: they only refer to those processed so far by CREX. For figures that include
historic totals, consult the Annual Extremaduran Bird Report (Sanchez, Mayordomo, Prieta &
Cardalliaget, 2020) on eBird.org.

A list of species considered rarities for the rehion is available on the CREX website
http://crextremadura.info/listado-de-especies-homologables/

Criteria for the inclusion of a taxon on the Extremaduran rarities list are:

e More than 40 records in the last 10 years (average of 4 records annually)
e Less than three annual records in seven out of the last ten years
e Three or more years with no records in the last ten years.


https://seo.org/informes-rarezas/
https://seo.org/informes-rarezas/
file:///C:/Users/Fergus%20Crystal/Downloads/ebrd.org
http://crextremadura.info/listado-de-especies-homologables/
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This report was compiled by the CREX members:

Marc Gélvez

Fergus Crystal

Martin Kelsey

Hugo Sanchez (Secretary)
José Luis Bautista

Raul Granados

How to collaborate with CREX

CREX welcomes submissions of records of rare birds in Extremadura from all observers, from the most
recent to historic records. In order to maximise the database of rarities for the region, there is an online
form that can be filled in when submitting a record for consideration, available on the CREX website:
http://crextremadura.info/enviar-cita. The website is available in English and Spanish. It shows the latest
records of rarities and their locations for observers interested in tracking them down. Records can also be
sent in by email contact@crextremadura.info or on the CREX Facebook page
https://www.facebook.com/crextremadura.info/.
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LIST OF RECORDS 2021

A) Accepted records

BARNACLE GOOSE
Branta leucopsis (11/19)

e 2021. BADAJOZ. Canchales reservoir, Mérida: 1
from 8th to 20th Nov. (Elvira del Viejo, Gerardo
Pizarro).

e 2021. CACERES. Valdecafias reservoir, El Gordo: 1
from 2nd Dec (Hugo Sanchez) and up to 3 through to
Jan 2022 (César Clemente, Sergio Mayordomo).

o 2021. CACERES. Casas de Hitos ricefields,
Madrigalejo: 1 on 3rd Dec (Seppo Hjerppe) was
present through to Jan 2022.

Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis. Casas de Hits
(Madrigalejo, Caceres). Photo: Seppo Hjerppe.

GREATER WHITE-FRONTED GOOSE

Anser albifrons (24/92)

e 2021. BADAJOZ. Canchales reservoir, Mérida: 2 on
8th Nov (Elvira del Viejo, Gerardo Pizarro) and 15
from 6th Dec (Fran Montafio) to Jan 2022.

« 2021. BADAJOZ. Casas de Hitos water storage pool,
Navalvillar de Pela: 11 (predominantly first year
birds) 2nd Dec (Martin Kelsey). Some stayed through
to Jan 2022 on nearby rice stubble.

e 2021. CACERES.Valdecafias res., El Gordo: 1st
winter on 4th Dec (Antonio Ceballos) and up to 3

through to Jan 2022 (Vicente Risco, Alejandro
Rodriguez, Dave Langlois).

Greater White-fronted Goose Anser albifrons. Casas de
Hitos ricefields (Madrigalejo, Caceres). Photo: Martin
Kelsey.

TUNDRA BEAN GOOSE (RN)
Anser serrirostris (4/4)

¢ 2021. BADAJOZ. Canchales reservoir, Mérida: 1 on
11th Nov (José Luis Bautista) to Jan 2022 (pending
publication of the next CR-SEO rarities report of
Nov-Dec 2021).

e 2021. CACERES Casas de Hitos ricefields,
Madrigalejo: 1 on 24™ Dec (Martin Kelsey et al.)
2022 (pending publication of the next CR-SEO rarities
report of Nov-Dec 2021).

Tundra Bean Goose Anser serrirostris (L) Casas de Hitos
(Madrigalejo, Caceres). Photo: Martin Kelsey.



GREEN-WINGED TEAL (RN)

Anas crecca carolinensis (1/1)

2021. CACERES. Alcollarin reservoir, Alcollarin: Adult
male 24th Jan (Martin Kelsey). This was probably the
same individual as observed in Feb 2019 (see Jan
2021 CR-SEOQ report).
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Green-winged Teal Anas crecca carolinensis. Alcollarin
reservoir (Alcollarin, Caceres). Photo: Martin Kelsey.

BAILLON’S CRAKE
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Red-knobbed Coot Fulica cristata. Alcollarin reservoir
(Alcollarin, Caceres). Photo: Martin Kelsey.

GREAT NORTHERN DIVER

Zapornia pusilla (8/8)

¢ 2020. BADAJOZ. Guadiana river, Badajoz: 1 on 13th
Mar (José Maria Guzman).

Baillon’s Crake Zapornia pusilla. Guadiana river (Badajoz).
Photo: José Maria Guzman.

RED-KNOBBED COOT

Gavia immer (1/1)

e 2021. BADAJOZ. Proserpina reservoir, Mérida: .
First winter from 13th to 18th Jan (Daniel Benitez,
Hugo Benitez, José Maria Benitez). Fifth record in
Extremadura and the first since 2012.

Great Northern Diver Gavia immer. Proserpina reservoir
(Mérida, Badajoz). Photo: Daniel Benitez.

NORTHERN BALD IBIS

Fulica cristata (8/9)

2021. CACERES. Alcollarin reservoir, Alcollarin: 1 on
6th Nov (Martin Kelsey) present to Jan 2022. First
record since 2018.

Geronticus eremita (5/10)

« 2021. BADAJOZ. Valverde de Mérida: 1 ad on 21st
May (AMUS). Cadaver discovered by AMUS tracking
dog unit. The bird was from the Andalucian
reintroduction project.

«2021. CACERES. Valdesalor reservoir, Caceres:

1 on 2nd Mar (Alejandro Puerto, Felipe Holgado).
This was another individual from the Andalucian
reintroduction project.



B

orthern Bald Ibis Geronticus eremita. Valdesalor
reservoir (Valdesalor, Caceres). Photo: Alejandro Puerto.

WESTERN REEF HERON (RN)

Egretta gularis (1/1)

e 2021. CACERES. Charca de la Duefia, Oliva de
Plasencia: 1 ad 12th- 19th Jun (Javier Prieta). After
this it was relocated at Puente Ayuda, Olivenza
(Badajoz) where it stayed from 3rd Jul to 14™ Aug
(Joaquin Vazquez, Daniel Gragera).

Third record for Extremadura y the first since 2005.
(See CR reports mayo-junio y julio-agosto 2021).

Western Reef Heron Egretta ularls. Charca de la Duefia
(Oliva de Plasencia, Caceres). Photo: Javier Prieta.

RED KNOT
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« 2021. CACERES. Valdecafias reservoir, El Gordo:
2 ads 18th May (Javier Prieta, Alvaro Garcia).

Red Knot Calidris canutus. Esparragalejo  pool
(Esparragalejo, Badajoz). Photo: Francis Prieto.

PECTORAL SANDPIPER

Calidris melanotos (18/20)

«2021. CACERES. Valdesalor reservoir, Caceres:
1 juv 15th Sept to 4th Oct (Sebastian Molano).

Pectoral Sandpiper Calidris melanotos. Embalse de
Valdesalor (Valdesalor, Caceres). Photo: Sebastidan Molano.

LITTLE GULL

Calidris canutus (13/23)

e 2021. BADAJOZ. Alange reservoir, Alange: 2 ads
8th Aug (Francisco Montafio, Juan Canseco, Miguel
Corvillo).

«2021. BADAJOZ. Esparragalejo pool, Esparragalejo:
1 ad 8th- 10th Aug (Francisco Bernaldez).

Hydrocoloeus minutus (12/15)

e 2021. BADAJOZ. Villar del Rey reservoir, Villar del
Rey: 1st winter on 17th Jan (Godfried Schreur).

«2021. CACERES. Guadiloba reservoir, Caceres:
2 first winters 12th- 16th Feb (Raul Granados).

«2021. CACERES. Alcollarin reservoir, Alcollarin:  1st
winter 13th Feb (Antonio Mendéz, Angel Luis
Méndez).


https://seo.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/08/Informe-CR-Mayo-Junio-2021.-Final.pdf
https://seo.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Informe-CR-Julio-Agosto-2021.pdf

«2021. CACERES. Guadiloba reservoir, Ciceres:

2 first winters 6th Apr (Raul Granados, Fatima
Romero), one of these relocated on 11th Apr at the
casar de Caceres sewage treatment plant.

Little Gull Hydrocc;loeus minutus. Casar de Caceres sewage
treatment plant (Casar de Caceres, Caceres). Photo: Raul
Granados.

CASPIAN TERN
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Whit-winged Tern Chlidonias leucopterus Puebla d
Alcollarin ricefields (Puebla de Alcollarin, Badajoz) Photo:
Martin Kelsey.

ARCTIC/ LONG-TAILED SKUA

Hydroprogne caspia (17/30)

2021. BADAJOZ. Alqueva reservoir, Villanueva del
Fresno: 2 on 8th Mar (Godfried Schreur, Justo
Tarrifio).

Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia. Alqueva reservoir
(Villanueva del Fresno, Badajoz). Photo: Godfried Schreur.

WHITE-WINGED TERN

Stercorarius parasiticus/longicaudatus (1/1)

e 2021. CACERES. Gabriel y Galan reservoir: 1 dark
morph on 26th Aug (Laura Marin, Tomas Jodo). The
poor quality video footage seen by the committee
meant a specific identification was not possible. This
record coincided with a record of Arctic Skua (pale
phase adult) in the Barcena reservoir (Ledn province
to the north).

BEARDED VULTURE

Chlidonias leucopterus (4/4)

e 2021. BADAJOZ. Puebla de Alcollarin ricefields:
1 juv on 13th Oct (Martin Kelsey).

Gypaetus barbatus (8/8)

e 2021. CACERES. Monfragiie National Park: 2nd yr
female on 30th May (Julian Femia). This indicidual,
known as “Llopis”, was born in 2020 and came from
the Andalucian reintroduction project.

e 2021. CACERES. Monfragiie NP: 1 on 11th Sept
(Eva Palacios, Miguel Angel Mufioz).



Bearded Vulture Gypaetus barbatus. Monfraglie NP
(Céceres). Photo: Julidn Femia.

RUPPELL’S VULTURE
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e 2021. CACERES. La Pulgosa: 1 ad male 2nd Dec
(Jesus Porras et al.). Probably the same individual
that has been wintering in the area since Feb 2018.

&3 ‘B R &4 =52 .
Pallid Harrier Circus macrourus. La Pulgosa, Caceres plains
(Caceres). Photo: José Arias.

ROUGH-LEGGED BUZZARD (NR)

Gyps rueppelli (13/13)

 2021. BADAJOZ. Don Alvaro: 1 imm 20th Sept (José
Maria Benitez).

« 2021. CACERES. Ahigal reservoir, Ahigal: 1 subadult
15th Jul (Juan Carlos Paniagua) relocated at
Aldeanueva del Camino the following day (Sergio
Mayordomo).

e 2021. CACERES. Monfragiie NP, Torrején el Rubio:
1 imm 9th Sept (José Luis Bautista).

e 2021. CACERES. Trujillo: 1 imm 24th Sept (Rafael
Vicente).

PALLID HARRIER

Circus macrourus (24/24)

e 2021. BADAJOZ. Hornachos: 1 female 13th Apr
(José Luis Bautista).

e 2021. CACERES. Caceres plains: 1 subadult male on
19th Jan (José Arias).

« 2021. CACERES. Alcollarin reservoir, Alcollarin: 1 ad
male on 21st Sept (David Lindo et al.).

Buteo lagopus (1/1)

e 2021. CACERES. Dehesa de Zarzalejos, Logrosan:
1 juv, probably of the American subspecies
sanctijohannis, on 12th Oct (Felipe Zapico, Sol
Cabanias). First record for Extremadura of this arctic
raptor of which there are only 14 records in Spain
(See CR-SEO report for septiembre-octubre 2021).
See also cover photo of this report.

Rough-legged Buzzard Buteo lagopus. Dehesa de
Zarzalejos, Logrosan (Céceres). Photo: Felipe Zapico.

PEREGRINE FALCON ssP. CALIDUS

Falco peregrinus calidus (3/3)

e 2021. BADAJOZ. Pueblonuevo del Guadiana: First
winter/ imm on 16th Jan (José Luis Bautista).

10


https://seo.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/Informe-CR-Septiembre-Octubre-2021-Final.pdf

RED-FOOTED FALCON
Falco verspertinus (35/53)

¢ 2021. BADAJOZ. La Albuera plains, La Albuera: Ad
male 10th-11th Jun (Angel Tomas Mejias).

Albuera, Badajoz). Photo: Angel Tomas Mejias.

LANNER FALCON (NR)

Falco biarmicus (2/3)

¢ 2021. BADAJOZ. La Serena, Castuera: 2 on 17th Jul
(Carlos Miguel Pacheco) (see CR-SEO report julio-
agosto 2021).

Lanner Falcon Falco biarmicus. La Serena, Castuera
(Badajoz). Foto: Carlos Pacheco.

RED-THROATED PIPIT

Anthus cervinus (5/5)

» 2021. BADAJOZ. Vegas Altas ricefields, Navalvillar
de Pela: 1 ad 23rd to 31st Mar (Martin Kelsey).
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Red-throated Pipit Anthus cervinus. Vegas Altas ricefields
(Navalvillar de Pela, Badajoz). Photo: Martin Kelsey.

WESTERN YELLOW WAGTAIL ssp.
CINEREOCAPILLA
Motacilla flava cinereocapilla (3/3)

« 2021. BADAJOZ. Vegas Altas ricefields, Navalvillar
de Pela: 1 ad 27th Mar (José Luis Bautista, Raul
Granados).

WESTERN YELLOW WAGTAIL ssp.
THUNBERGI
Motacilla flava thunbergi (8/8)

« 2021. BADAJOZ. Pareddn reservoir, Campanario: 1
ad male 30th Mar (José Luis Bautista).

e 2021. BADAJOZ. Montijo: 1 male 8th Sept (José
Luis Bautista).

Western YIIo Wagtail Motacilla flava thunbergi.
Montijo (Badajoz). Photo: José Luis Bautista.
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https://seo.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Informe-CR-Julio-Agosto-2021.pdf
https://seo.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/Informe-CR-Julio-Agosto-2021.pdf

MOUSTACHED WARBLER

Acrocephalus melanopogon (7/7)
Records away from Arrocampo:

« 2021. BADAJOZ. Gravel pits, Puebla de la Calzada:
1 male 18th Feb (José Luis Bautista) to 2nd Mar.

o 2021. CACERES. Madrigalejo, Cantera. 1 on 16th
Oct (Sergio Mayordomo, César Clemente). Probably
the same individual recorded wintering at this site
since Nov 2017.

YELLOW-BROWED WARBLER
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RED-FLANKED BLUETAIL (RN)

Phylloscopus inornatus (11/12)

« 2021. CACERES. Sierra de Fuentes: 1 on 12th Nov
(José Maria Benitez).

SIBERIAN CHIFFCHAFF (NR)

Phylloscopus collybita tristis (4/4)

¢ 2021. BADAJOZ. Montijo. 1 on 11th Nov (José Luis
Bautista) (pending publication of the next CR-SEO
report for Nov-Dec 2021).

 2018. CACERES. Arrocampo reservoir, Saucedilla: 1
ringed 22nd Jan (Hugo Sanchez, Raquel Lozano,
Sergio Mayordomo, César Clemente, Francisco
Espinosa) (pending publication of the next CR-SEO
report for 2018-2020 in Ardeola).

Siberian Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita tristis (right).
Arrocampo reservoir (Saucedilla, Caceres). Photo: Hugo
Sanchez.

Tarsiger cyanurus (1/1)

e 2021. BADAJOZ. Cornalvo NP, Mérida: 1st winter
on 21st Nov (Francis Prieto). First Record for

Extremadura of this siberian species which has only
been recorded 11 times in Spain (pending
publication of the next CR-SEO report for Nov-Dic
2021).

o O BT L Bl R ELEE
Red-flanked Bluetail Tarsiger cyanurus.
(Mérida, Badajoz). Photo: Francis Prieto.
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WALLCREEPER

Tichodroma muraria (7/8)

« 2021. CACERES. Cabafias del Castillo, Apreturas del
Almonte: 1 on 30th Dec (Seppo Hjerppe).

SNOW BUNTING

Plectrophenax nivalis (2/2)

e 2021. CACERES. Sartalejos, Galisteo: 1st winter
male on 30th Nov (Hugo Sanchez, Raquel Lozano).
First record since 2015.

Snow Bunting Plectrophenax nivalis. Sartalejos (Galisteo,
Caceres). Photo: Hugo Sanchez.
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B) RECORDS ATTRIBUTED TO SPECIES
OF UNCERTAIN ORIGIN

BALTIMORE ORIOLE (NR)
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D) REJECTED RECORDS

BAR-TAILED GODWIT

Icterus galbula (1/1)

¢ 2021. CACERES. Talavan reservoir, Talavan: 1 male
on 3rd Jun (Diego Cerro).

First record for Spain. There are more than twenty
records for Iceland, the British Isles, Ireland, the
Netherlands and Norway, the majority in September
and October with a few cases of over-wintering
individuals and some spring records in April and
May. It should be noted there are currently no birds
registered in captivity in Spain and Portugal (see CR-
SEO report mayo-junio 2021).

Baltimore Oriole Icterus galbula. Talavan reservoir
(Talavan, Caceres). Photo: Diego Cerro.

C) PENDING RECORDS

« None.

Limosa lapponica
« 2021. CACERES., La Atalaya pool, Aldea del Cano: 1

on 30th Aug. It was not possible to confirm the
proposed identification with the evidence provided.

RUPPELL’S VULTURE

Gyps rueppelli

» 2021. BADAJOZ. Monesterio: 1 subadult 13th May.
It was not possible to confirm the proposed
identification with the evidence provided.

BLACK KITE SSP. LINEATUS

Milvus migrans lineatus

e 2021. CACERES. Malpartida de Plasencia: 2nd or
3rd cy bird on 19th Nov. The committee was unable
to confirm subspecies from the flight photos
submitted.

ELEONORA’S FALCON

Falco eleonorae

« 2021. CACERES. Monfragiie NP, Serrején: 1 on 3rd
Jul. It was not possible to confirm the proposed
identification with the evidence provided.

« 2021. CACERES. Cabezabellosa: 1 on 16th Aug. It

was not possible to confirm the proposed
identification with the evidence provided.
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